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In a statement released in Tegucigalpa on Jan. 5, the United Nicaraguan Opposition (UNO)
announced that contra forces would carry out a "war of liberation" in the mountains of Nicaragua
this year to "defend the rights denied [by the regime in Managua] to all our compatriots." Founded
in June 1985 at the behest of US efforts, UNO is an umbrella political organization representing
the various armed groups attempting to overthrow the Sandinista government in Managua. The
communique pointed out that UNO "will not cease its efforts toward attaining its objective of
liberating and establishing in Nicaragua a pluralist system and the rule of law, which guarantees
peace and stability in our nation and the rest of Central America." Assistant Secretary of State for
Inter-American Affairs Elliott Abrams said in Washington last week that thousands of contras had
clandestinely returned to Nicaragua as part of a plan to carry out its fight against the Sandinista
government in all regions of the country. UNO said, "We have launched a struggle on different
fronts in which all Nicaraguans participate and in which all men and women who are lovers of
liberty should participate, regardless of their origins or nationality." The statement adds that
"1987 will find Nicaraguans more determined than ever to continue the struggle for the total
liberation of our fatherland from the military dictatorship of the Sandinista Front which has
betrayed the ideals of peace held by our people, and imposed a totalitarian system alien to our
Christian traditions at the service of Soviet expansionism." The document was signed by Adolfo
Calero Portocarrero, political chief of the Nicaraguan Democratic Force (FDN), Arturo J. Cruz, 1984
presidential candidate, and Alfonso Robelo Calleja, former member of the first Nicaraguan national
reconstruction junta (1979 and 1980).
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